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	International and Regional Programs

Background Papers



	Title
	ISO and IEC Developing Country Assistance Efforts

	
	

	Objective / Issue
	To provide information on developing country assistance efforts in ISO and IEC and related U.S. support for these initiatives.

	
	

	Developing Country Assistance in ISO and Related ANSI Support


	One of the seven key themes in ISO’s strategic planning for 2005-2010 is:

“Raising the awareness and capacity of developing countries”
ISO currently has approximately 150 members, of which developing countries represent approximately 75%.  Approximately 86% of national standards bodies (NSB) in developing countries surveyed are governmental bodies and about 61% of countries have 50% or more of their mandatory technical regulations not based on international standards. 25% of NSBs in the countries surveyed had published 150 standards or less.  The level of participation of developing countries in ISO's technical work is insufficient.  Developing country delegates seldom attend meetings of ISO technical committees (TCs), 4 subcommittees (SCs), and working groups (WGs) where standards are developed.  In fact, 52% of these developing countries indicated that they have not attended any technical committee meetings in the last two years, and 48% do not even follow any ISO work by correspondence.  In addition, the number of secretariats of ISO/TCs/SCs/WGs held by developing countries is very low.

ANSI has been a substantial contributor to ISO Council, ISO Technical Management Board and ISO DEVCO (ISO’s policy development committee for developing countries) efforts to establish recommendations and plans to assist developing countries in the following priority areas:

· improving awareness;

· building capacity;

· fostering the use of information and communication technologies (ICT);

· facilitating participation in ISO technical work;

· improving national and regional cooperation.

An ISO DEVCO five-year plan to assist developing countries is available for your information and use.

Since the year 2000, ANSI has made an annual financial contribution to the ISO DEVCO Funds-in-Trust in the amount of 4% of ANSI's subscription to ISO each year.  ANSI has requested that ISO DEVCO apply the ANSI funding in the following ways:

· to assist developing countries in establishing their electronic documentation and information systems, starting with developing countries in the Western Hemisphere.

· to finance regional training seminars in the areas of:

· General standardization and conformity assessment;

· ISO committee secretariat administration;

· How to participate effectively in international standardization, including effective participation of

· consumer interests from developing countries; and

· The role of standards and conformity assessment in trade promotion;

· to support the travel of consumer interests from developing countries of the Americas to ISO technical meetings and ISO DEVCO seminars.

ANSI has also indicated its intent to assist the interests and participation of developing countries in ISO as needed with the following non-financial forms of support:

· ANSI offers to ISO the course materials and instructors from ANSI's ISO secretariat and effective participation training courses, and ANSI commits to work cooperatively with ISO and NIST to offer these courses in different regions of the world, with course materials to be translated into local languages.  In fact, under this offer, ANSI will be partnering with ISO to present the ANSI ISO secretariat training course later in 2004 in Latin America with an ANSI instructor.

· ANSI will make a small number of seats (2 to 4) in our stateside secretariat training courses available at no cost each year to interested parties from developing countries in Central America, South America or the Asia Pacific region.

· ANSI encourages ISO to consult with ANSI if there are any other specific needs for training.

· ANSI encourages ISO to involve ANSI in the development of ISO DEVCO training manuals, and ANSI will seek to provide in-kind contributions in the form of expertise to draft or review text for such manuals.



	
	

	Developing Country Assistance in IEC and Related USNC Support


	IEC Associate Membership allows for limited participation of countries with limited resources. Associate members may participate in all technical meetings and in the Council and SMB meetings held within the framework of the annual General Meeting. They have access rights and can comment on all IEC technical documents (from new work to Final Draft International Standards). In addition, Associate Members may send a request to the IEC General Secretary to become Participating members (P-members) on a maximum of four technical committees and/or subcommittees with the right to vote on technical work emanating from their committees of choice.  Associate Members pay a reduced membership fee of less than 85% of the minimum fees paid by full members; their fee structure is determined by Council as a function of the country’s Gross National Product (GNP), population and electricity consumption.

The IEC Affiliate Country Program is aimed at all newly-industrializing countries around the world. It should be noted that Affiliates are neither members nor associate members of the IEC. The Affiliate Country Program is not a special form of membership.  The Program is aimed to stimulate standards participation and ultimately lower barriers to trade in these countries.  They are offered the tools to form an electronic standards library with up to 200 free publications, including 50 free standards within 10 trade areas of their choice.  In addition, they have access to 10 TCs/SCs, where they can participate at an intermediary level.  They also receive information and guidance with conformity assessment.  The countries are selected basted on their national electricity consumption, their ability to establish a National Committee and other UN and WTO criteria defining less developed countries.

	
	

	Why is Developing Country Assistance Important?


	Developing countries face many trade-related standardization challenges.  They require a well-developed standardization infrastructure to engage in the global trading system.  As a result, this has significantly raised the profile of the need to address trade-related technical assistance and capacity building within the context of development.  Trade liberalization in developing countries requires the identification of standards-related technical assistance as part of an overall development strategy.  Effective development assistance needs a coordinated approach, that is both demand-driven and a country-owned process undertaken in partnership with aid agencies.

"Product standards are a critical part of trade in the 21st century . . . Standards are directly linked to poverty reduction and human welfare through health, safety, and other channels" (World Bank, 2001). 

Not only do standards assist in the creation of a domestic market and increase competitiveness, but they also provide tools to manufacturers and exporters in developing countries for strategic planning, improving the quality of products and services and improving access to export markets.  The implementation of international standards and conformity assessment practices provide an excellent means of technology transfer to developing countries, assisting them to overcome technology gaps and to become better integrated in the world economy.  International standards are key to improving developing countries' access to international markets and to strengthening their ability to implement international trade obligations.

Services also play an increasing role in international trade, hence in the development of economies.  In fact, the liberalization of services in developing countries could provide as much as USD six trillion in additional income in the developing world by 2015.

"The second Triennial Review of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Agreement made clear the increasing interest to have effective participation of the developing countries in the international standardization activities.  In Annex 4 of the report of the Second Triennial Review it is stated that "Constraints on developing countries, in particular, to effectively participate in standards development, should be taken into consideration in the standards development process.  Tangible ways of facilitating developing country participation in international standards development should be sought.  The impartiality and openness of any international standardization process requires that developing countries are not excluded de facto from the process".
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	ANSI International Policy Committee
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	Steven Cornish

Program Director – International Policy

American National Standards Institute

E-mail:

scornish@ansi.org

Telephone:
+1.212.642.4969
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	Publication Date
	August 2005

	
	

	Reprints
	This document is publicly available.  
Further distribution to interested parties is encouraged.
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